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GENTLEMEN, 


s the immoral Conduct of any one 

of your Body, if it be notorious, 
is likely to reflect a Diſhonour 
upon you, unleſs you, in a pro- 
per Manner, animadvert upon the 
offending Perſon ; you will give me Leave 
to put you in Mind of the Behaviour of 
a Perſon, who is ſtill own'd by you and o- 
thers, as a Diſſenting Miniſter; I mean 
Mr. Thomas Bradbury. This Man, whether 
thro' the Intemperance of a warm diſtemper'd 
Imagination, or an over-tond Conceit of his 
own Abilities, join'd to an Apprehenſion, 
that his great Merits have not met with a 
ſuirable Acknowledgment from you ; or from 
a Conſciouſneſs that * own Credit could 
Bp ; | A 2 not 
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not be longer ſupported „even With the un- 
thinking Part of Matklnd, but by-- ſetting 
up an Inquiſition: upon other Men, to di- 
vert the Eyes of the Wotld from Himufelf and 
his own Conduct. Whether ffqm cheſe, or 
from any lower Motive, I wit not deter- 
mine; this Man, I ſay, has been carry'd to 
the utmoſt Exceſs of Calumny and Detrac- 
tion, the moſt open and outragious Vio- 
lation of all the Rules of Juſtice and com- 
mon Decency, in regard to the Reputation 
of Gentlemen, who deſerve a very different 
Treatment from him, if he be really concern- 
ed for the Honour of the Diſſenting Intereſt. 

Twould be an endleſs as well as a very 
diſagreeable Work, to rake into that Heap 
of general Inve&ive, as well as perſonal Scan- 
dal, which he has ſo plentifully diſpens'd 
among thoſe he calls his Enemies, that is, all 
who do not think exactly as he does: His laſt 
Pamphlet, entituled, Remarks upon à Letter of 
Advice to Proteſtant Diſſenters, is ſuch a Ma- 
ſter-piece in the defamatory Way, that as 
few Men beſides himſelf could have written 
it; ſo I dare ſay, no Man can go beyond it. 

I will not ſay Modeſty prompted him to 
conceal his Name : For the Man that could 
write that Libel, has as little Pretence to 
Modeſty as to good Breeding. I don't know 
how far prudent Conſiderations might weigh 
with him, fince he cannot be ignorant, that 
the Law has invented certain cutious Devices 
'to reſtrain the Extravagance of licentious Au- 
thors. He will not, however, be diſpleas'd, 
that I call him the Author of that Libel, 


ſince he has been ſo frequently treated as 
the 
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the Author of it by his Friends, and has 
never had the Grace to diſown it: Beſides, 
the Spirit and Stile are ſo peculiarly his own, 
that, none that have read it, can poſſibly deny 
him the Honour of it. Tis not, I own, very 
friendly, to make a'Man publick, who chu- 


ſes to walk in Diſguiſe ; but he has no Rea- 
ſon to complain, having taken the ſame Li- 
berty with the Letter, againſt which he 
writes: For firſt, he ſuſpects Lord Bar- 
rington to be Author of it; in the next Page, 
he grows a little more confident, till at 
length, (p. 9.) he has work'd himſelf up 
to a perfect Certainty of it; tho" it happens 
unluckily, that I muſt aſſure him, to my cer- 
rain Knowledge, that his Lordſhip is not the 
Author, however he may be the Darling of 
that Letter. But tis all one to him, provi- 
ded it gives him but an Occaſion to ſatisfy 
his Revenge againſt a Gentleman, whom he 
is pleas' d to ſay, the Lord hates, p. 10. 
I ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, moſt of you have 
ſeen this Letter, which our Remarker ſeems 
to be ſo angry with; the plain Deſign of 
which was to perſuade the Diſſenters to be- 
have themſelves in the then enſuing Elections 
of Parliament Men, as became a Body of Peo- 
ple always remarkable for their Loyalty to his 
Majeſty, Affection to the Royal Family, and 
Zeal for civil and religious Liberty, and as 2 
very conſiderable Branch of theTradingIntereſt 
of the Kingdom. There are no perſonal Re- 
flections in it, nor any thing that I can ob- 
ſerve unbecoming a Gentleman, à Chriſtian, 
or one who has a real Concern for the Diſ- 
ſenting Intereſt ; "tis therefore the more extra- 
| | ordinary 
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ordinary, that it ſhould be thus treated by 
one that calls himſelf a Diſſenting Miniſter. 
Tis no Part of my Deſigu to enter into 
1 particular Confutation of a Libel ſtuffed 


with ſo many infamous Facts as this is; no 


Man of Credit or Reputation will have to 
do with fuch a dirty Writer. I believe you 
will agree with me, that Facts of this Na- 
ture not to have been publiſh'd with- 
out being well atteſted at the ſame time; 
and I do in the moſt folemn Manner call 
him out to this Task, as he would avoid 
the Charge of owe that loves and makes a Lye. 
Should a Miniſter of the Goſpel publiſh the 
Reports and Hear- ſays of others, to the De- 
famation of his Neighbour? Should a Diſ- 
ſenting Minifter deal out Scandal upon one, 
who, tis notorious, has done more for the 
Difſemers, and ſacriſic d more to their Intereſt, 
than any other Man in the Kingdom! _ 
I readily acknowledge, that a due Reſpect 
is to be ſhewn the faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and that they ſhould be highly eſteem d 
for their Wort ſake : But I ſubmit it to the 
Judgment of every Diſſenting Miniſter in Lon- 
don, whether a black Gown or Cloak ought 
to be a Protection to a Man, who caft's Fire- 
brands, Arrows, and Death at his Neighbour, and 
crieth, am I not in Sport? I am told Mr. Brad- 
bury makes a Jeſt of theſe Things, and laughs 
at them in Company: But let him conſider, 
if he is to gire an Account to God of way 
idle Word, what a heavy Charge lies again 
him for the hard Speeches, and injurious 
Reflections of this very Paper now before 
me. 


If 


. 

If the Conduct of Mr. B. in this Paper is 
countenane d and fu » I cannot but 
think we of the Laiety ſhall bave juſt Rea» 
ſon to complain of very hard Uſage: On 
the fide of the Church, we are reproach'd as 
a Pack of notorious ' 1 0 gs Repub- 
licans, Subverters of all Order and Go- 
vernment, and dangerous Enemies of Church 
and State; and now by one of our own 
Miniſters, we are call'd Hereticks, Infidels, 
Scepticks, and a Pack of Avian Bulkes. God 
forbid, that any Diflenting Gentleman ſhould 
diſcourage a contending for the Faith, pro» 
vided it be done with a Chriſtian Spirit and 
Temper. I defy him to make out his Charge 
againſt any of us: We are glad to ſee the 
Truths of Religion well ſupported, and 
heartily rejoice in the ſucceſsful Labours of 
our Calamys, Oldfields, Robinſons, and Watts's 
in Defence of the Holy Trinity. But what 
has Mr. Bradbury done of this kind ? Has he 
advanced any new Arguments to ſupport 
this Truth, or ſer the old ones in a better 
Light? Has he given us the true Senſe of 
the Primitive Fathers on this Head, or rea- 
ſon'd with us out of the Scriptures ? Alas 
no! He has quite diſarm'd us of this Wea- 
pon, by telling us, Chriſtianity is no longer 
a reaſonable Service, that the Doctrine of the 
Satisfaction of Chriſt is a * ridiculo Do- 
Arine, contrary to all our natural Notions and 
Ideas of God; that the f Belief of Heaven and 
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a future State is. mere Enthuſiaſm ; and that 
Divine Faith and ' Enthuſiaſm are equally op- 
poſite to Reaſon. So that now, we mult ſhut 
our Eyes, and believe every thing that this 
illuminated Preacher will put upon us, upon 
Pain of being abandon'd by the Holy Spi- 
rit. I will not enter into a Debate with 
Mr. Bradbury upon theſe ridiculous Notions; 
but III venture to recommend to his Pe- 
ruſal, a ſingle Paragraph out of A. Bp. Tillot- 
ſon's Sermons ; and becauſe I know he does 
not ule to turn over Books, I will be at the 
Pains of tranſcribing it. * 

1 cannot imagine (ſays this great 
© Divine) how Men can do greater Diſſer- 
« vice to Religion, than by taking it off from 
** the rational and ſolid Baſis upon which it 
* ſtands, and bearing the World in Hand 
* that Men ought to believe without Rea- 
« fon ; for this is to turn Faith into Cre- 
* dulity, and to level Religion with the vi- 
< leſt and the molt groundleſs Enthuſiaſms 
that ever were in the World. Indeed, it 
** we had only to deal with Henry Nicholas 
and Jacob Behmen, who fight. againſt us 
*« in the Dark, not with Reaſons and Ar- 
„ guments, but with inſignificant Words 
* and "obſcure Phraſes, we might make 2 
« ſhift to bear up againſt them with this 
Principle; and we might charge them to 
believe us, as they do us to believe them, 
«© without giving them any Reaſon for it; 
* but if we were to deal with Celſus or 
Julian, or Porphiry, or ſome of our mo- 
* dern Atheiſts, we ſhoüld ſoon find how 
< vain it would be to go about to 7 — 
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1 
«them with Phraſes, and to gain them over 
to Chriſtianity, by telling them, they muſt 
* deny their Reaſon, and lay aſide their Un- 
« derſtandings, and believe they know not 
* why. If the great Pillars of Chriſtianity, 
the ancient Fathers, had taken this Courſe 
* in their Apologies for the Chriſtian Re- 
« ligion, it had never triumph'd over Ju- 
% daiſm and Paganiſm, as it did; aud who- 
„ever has read over theit Defences of the 
« Chriſtian Religion, ſhall find, that they did 
« yery ſolicitouſly endeavour to ſatisfy the 
„World by all rational Ways, both of the 
« Truth and Reaſonableneſs of rhe Chri- 
e ſtian Religion. And if that was a good 
* Way then, it is ſo now; and never more 
© neceſlary, than in this Age, which, I fear, 
* hath as many Atheiſts and Intidels, that 
go under the Name of Chriſtians, as ever 
„Were in any Age ſince the Chriſtian Reli- 
e gion was firſt planted in the World,” * 

Theſe Peculiarities of Mr. B's, tho' great- 
ly injurious to the Revelation of Chriſt, 
may, however, plead ſome Excuſe, as flow- 
ing from a weak, injudicious, and confus'd 
Brain. 

But what Excuſe can be made for his no- 
torious breaking thro' the Rules of Moral 
Duty, Truth and Charity: Theſe are De- 
fects of the Heart, and not of the Under- 
ſtanding. In the Remarks I have now un- 
der Conſideration, Mr. B. hath perverted in 
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the, moſt ; nfamous Manner the Letter againſt 
which he writes; and publiſh d to the World 
a, Collection of the moſt vile and notorious 


Falſchoods ; many of 


which, his own Con- 


ſcience mult tell him at the ſame Time, were 


W 
The firſt Paſſage he takes Notice of in the 
Letter, relates to the Repeal of the Occa- 


fional and Schiſm Bills, Now that 


you may 


ſee what a fair Adverſary this Miniſter is, 
Tl ſer the Paſſage as it ſtands in the Letter, 
and in the Remarks, one againſt the other. 


In the Letter of Ad- 
vice, &Cc. it ſflauds 
thus, P- 2. 


They are now in- 
deed repeal'd ; but the 
Way in which this 
was done in the Low- 
er Houſe ſhew'd, that 
thoſe, who engag d in 
it, were ſick of the 
Work, and thought it 
a troubleſome Task. 
You had indeed theit 
Votes ; but what was 
never ſeen before in 
an Affair of that Con- 
ſequence, it was car- 
ried, as if nothing was 
to be offer'd in De- 
fence of it. Vu were 
treated by ſome framing | 
Speakers with the utmoſt 


In the REMARKS, 


11s thus, 


Theſe Laws were 
indeed repeal d ; but 
the Way in which ic 
was done in the Low- 
er Houſe ſhew'd, that 
thoſe who engag'd in 
it were ſick ct the 
Work, and thought it 
a troubleſome Task. 
You had indeed their 
Votes; but what was 
never feen before in 
an Affair of that Con- 


| ſequence, it was car- 


ried, as if nothing was 
to be offer d in De- 
fence of it 4 not one 
of the Courtiers had 
any thing to offer in 


your behalf. One of 


your 
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Reproach and Contempt, 
as a Pack of notorious 
Hypocrites, Republicans, 
Friends to the late K 
James, Subverters of 
all Order and Govern- 
ment, and dangercus E- 
nemies of Church. and 


State. Not one of the 


Courtiers had any 
thing to offer in your 


behalf;ro confute ſuch 


vile and groundleſs 
Aſperſions. One of 
your own Brethren 
was forc'd, no Body 
elſe appearing for you, 
ro wipe off the Re- 
proach, 'He had in- 


deed, on all Occaſions | 


ſhew'd the greateſt 
Concern for-your In- 
tereſt; and'this was'the 
onlyInſtanceone con'd 
have ' wiſh'd you an- 
other Advocate ; fince 
your own, tho" never ſo 
juſt Praiſes ſhould not 
come out of your own 
Mouths ; 'but this was 
your hard Fate' at that 
Time; tho it would 


it. th. 


have been no difficult 


Matter, to many of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, who 
voted for you, and were 


your own Body was 
fore d, no Body elſe 
appearing an Advo- 


cate-for you, to wipe 


off the Reproach : He 
had indeed on all Oc-' 


caſionsſhewn the grea- 


reſt Concern for your 


Intereſt, and this was 
the only Inſtance one 
could have wifh'd you 
another Advocate. 


| 
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full, acquainted with | 
your Charatter and Be- | 
7 aud who knew | 
Foe Charges againſt you, 
were falſe aud unjuſt, 
to vindicate you. 


0 


T have put theſe Pieces of Sentences, which 
Mr. Br. has omitted in Halick Letters, that 
you may take Notice, haw he has mangled 
the Paragraph, and entirely perverted the 
Senſe of it, Now pray obſerve his Remarks. 

Ho ſcandalous js it (ſays he) for any 
* to ſay, that we had none in the Lower 
* Houſe to plead our Cauſe; or that the 
* Perſons who did it were ſick of the Work? 
* This is a Falſchood ſo unguarded and un- 
* bounded, that we may ſuppoſe the Man 
* who writes it is never to be convinc'd; 
for it is the ſame Attainment to be victo- 
« rious over Shame, as to be triumphant over 
* Reaſon”. Admirable Language: for the 
Mouth of a Diflenting Divine | But does the 
Letter ſay, that we had none in the Lower 
Houſe to plead our Cauſe? It ſays indeed, 
that not one of the Ceurtiers had any thing to 
offer in your behalf, to confute the vile and 
groundleſs Aſperſions juſt beſarementioned: 
But does not Mr. Br. ſee a wide Ditterence 
between a Propoſition that is confin'd to the 
Courtiers in the Houſe, and ane that extends 
to the whole Houſe? Or (to borrow a little 
of his own Quaintneſs) does he really think 
ir any Attainment to appear at once victo- 
rious over Shame, and triumphant over Reaſon, in 
the Compaſs of threes Lines ? Hut he * 
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or that the Perſons who did it (that is, pleaded 


the Diſſenter's Cauſe) were fick of the Work, 

Mr. Br. ſurely, does not hope to perſuade 
the World, that the Letter ſo much as in- 
ſinuates, that thoſe, who pleaded the Diſſen- 
ters Cauſe, were lick of that Work. No, the 
Letter complains,that thoſe who took theLead 
in the Affair of the Repeal in the Lower 
Houſe, were ſo ſick of the Work, that none 
of em did plead the Diſſenters Cauſe, when 
a proper Occaſion was offer'd by ſome Gen- 
tlemen on the other (ide of the Queſtion. If 
this be true (and Mr. Br. dares not deny it) 
why ſhould he be otfended at the Relation 
of Matter of Fact; unleſs his Superiors are 
apprehenſive, that the Diſſenters will con- 
clude, the Favour was owing more to His 
Majeſty's Goodneſs, than to the Zeal of his 
then Miniſters, ©* The Letter complains, 
* that when the Diſſenters were treated by 
e ſome flaming Speakers in the Houſe, as 3 
* Pack of Hypocrites, Republicans, Jacobites, 
and Subyerters of all Order and Govern- 
«© ment, that not one of the Courtiers, nor 
* any of the eſtabliſhed Church in the Houſe 
* of Commons, ſtood up to confute ſuch vile 
« and groundleſs Aſperſions". And will 
Mr Br. dare to call this a Falſehoad ? Or ſay, 
that the Diſſenters in the Houſe agreed to 
hear themſelves thus abus'd, without claime 
ing the Liberty of vindicating themſelves ? 
Hard Lot of poor Diſſenters! and harder 
yet, that when one of their own Brethten, 


who is always anxious for their Welfare, and 


has ſacrific'd all that can be call d Ambition 
te their Service, ventures in ann 
| ure 
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cture to appear for them, he ſhould be re- 
proach'd for it by one who has yer the Ho- 
nour to be call'd a Diſſenting Miniſter, as 4 
Perſon, whim no Advice can cure of Incontinency, 
and as having too great an Opinion of his own 
Sufficiency. 

But the greateſt Crime of the Letter is 
that which follows: © This Advocate, (viz.) 
Lord Viſcount Barrington had on all Occa- 
© ſions ſhew'd the greateſt "Concern for your 
© Intereſt.” Which is a Fact ſo notorious, 
that IJ dare appeal to the Conſcience of eve- 
ry Diſſenter in Exgland beſides Mr. Br. for 
the Truth of it; nor has even Mr. Br. one 
Word to offer againſt it, unleſs a Parcel of 
idle Stories taken upon Hear-ſay, and the 
moſt notorious Falſehoods, cloath'd in ſcur- 
rilous and abuſive Language may paſs for 
Truth. I am not going to write an Enco- 
mium on my Lord Barrington; tis ſufficient 
to obſerve, that after the ſevereſt Scrutiny 
this Libeller could make into his Lordſhip's 
publick and private Character, he does not 
appear to have acted in any Circumſtance of 
Life unbecoming the Character of a Gentle- 
man, a Chriſtian, a good Eng/iſhman, or a 
Friend and Patron of the Diſienters. 

Mr. Bradoury indeed asks, Who tore 
our Churches in Pieces at London ? I an- 
ſwer, there are none tore in Pieces that I 
can hear of, tho' I am very well aſſur'd, his 
beſt Endeavours have not been wanting to 
do it. He asks again, what Treatment ſome 
younger Miniſters have given the Elder? To 
which, I anſwer, that if he looks into his 
own Conſcience, and conſiders his own Con- 


duct, 
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duct, he will be able to make the beſt Reply 
to it, as I ſhall demonſtrate by and by. 

But our Remarker proceeds thus: The 
* Author goes on with a String of Lyes, 
© that I need only repeat, and leave every 
* Reader to confute”. This String is made 
up of three Facts, two of which he will hard- 
ly be able to diſprove; and the third (to 
uſe his own Words) is a Lye of his own In- 
vention. For he makes the Letter ſay, Thar 
* by the Means and Votes of the Diſſenters 
alone, the King is upon good Terms with 
* his Parliament”. Whereas it ſays no ſuch 
thing; the Words are theſe: © You (viz. 
«© the Diſſenters) are ſo conſiderable a Part 
«© of the People, that were you to ſtand Neu- 
© ter, the avow'd Patrons of Arbitrary Pow- 
*er and Perſecution, would triumphantly 
« carry almoſt all Elections; tis by your 
Means and Votes, that we have Repre- 
e ſcntatives, that will keep any tolerable 
« Meaſures with a Prince, who eſpouſes the 
« Principles of Civil and Religious: Liberty.” 
And is this, Gentlemen, a Lye? Does the 
Letter ſay it is by the Diſſenters Means and 
Votes alone, that the King is upon good 
Terms with his Parliament: No; but it ſays, 
if they ſhould ſtand neuter, we ſhould have 
ſuch Repreſentatives, as would keep no Mea- 
ſures with his preſent Majeſty ; the Truth of 
which no ſober Man ever deny'd, and the 
ſeveral Elections for Parliament Men, have 
abundantly- confirm'd. 
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III trouble yon but with one Example 
more of this Man's Veracity ; bur 'tis ſo 
ſhameful a one, that I am ſorry any one 
that goes into a Pulpit ſhould be guilty 
of it; 'tis this: ] own, ſays he (p. 20. ) 
«© That one of your Miniſters, in a Bedie- 
ce tion to Lord Barringion, firft vonches, that 
«© he is not an Arian; and ſoon after ſays, 
ce that he knows nothing of his Religious 
Principles.“ | have look'd into this Dedi 
cation, and find it thus : The Author ha- 
ving vouch'd, that Lord Barrington is no A- 
rian, becauſe he had is from his own Mouth, al- 
ter a Page or two, proceeds in this Man- 
ner: © I ſhall not at prefent touch the Con- 
* troverſy of late revivd in this Nation, 
« which was begun in the eſtabliſh'd Charch, 
c carried among the Diſſenters, and continues 
« among both; and which has occalion'd ſo 
% much Reſentment and Anger. I ſhall on- 
« ly fay, that as I know not your Lordſhip's 
© Sentiments, (ANY FAR THER THAN B E- 
© FORE INTIMATED) ſol havepreſam'd 
« to addreſs you on this Occaſion, as taking 
«no Part in it, but that of a Mediator.” 
Was it poſſible for Mr. Bradbury to overlook 
theſe Words in the Parenthefis; or did he 
not tather wickedly omit them on purpoſe, 
that he might charge an Inconſiſtency on this 
Reverend Author, becauſe he has ventur'd to 
ſay a Civil thing of my Lord Barrington, and 
wip'd off a Reproach, with which he had 
aſpers d him in all Company and Converſa- 
tion? But will Mr. Bradbury, after this, call 
himſelf a fair Adverſary? Or will he have the 
Aſſurance to complain, as he has lately done 
| with 


617.9 'vy 
wich a Saucineſs peculiar. to himſelf 5 of che 
Prevarication and Falſchood of others 571 
hope I may now be allo vid without the Cen- 
ſure; of Uncharitableneſs to apply à Paſſage 
of this Remarker to himſelf, * + The Man 
« writes. without all Shame, as if he had 
4 © Mind. to make the. ſilly Scandal more cars 

rent; that tho' he will not ſwear, yet hel 
cc lye“ Fu, 
Theſe, Reverend. Genalrimeny are the chief 
Crimes of the Letter; the reſt of our Au- 
thor's Remarks, being nothing but a Sink 
of perſonal Scandal and Reproach, I would 
not blot. my Paper with tranſcribing. them, 
did I not think my ſelf oblig'd in Juſtice to 
the injur'd Reputation of Gentlemen, to [ct 
them before you and the World, in their da. 
ked Lighr. 100 
But how. unhappily does this Miniſter be- 
gin his Remarks, when he ſays (p. 1) „That 
4 Fſene 110 in Ambuſh, and chrowing | :Inve- 
ives from behind a Hedge, is by no 
© means; a. fair wy of acting”. And then 
immediately. fills. one and twenty Pages with 
the vileſt Scandal he could invent. Was e- 
ver any Man ſo apparently ſelf-condemn d ? 
He that tequhes anot ber, Hould he not teach him- 
ſelf ? Had Mr. Bradbury teceiv d never fo great 
Provpcation,. ir would hardly have become 
him to maße ſuch à Return 3 he ſhould ra- 
ther haye follow d the Example of our blef- 
ſed Savic 4 And his Apoſtles, who when they 


were revi . ot again, and when they 

aber a, Hei . Ban 855 one chat pee. 
Sn Eda 3 : _ 
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tends 
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tends to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel; to diſco- 
ver ſo much Malice, Anger, Hatred, and 
Strife towards his Saperiors, when no publick 
Provocation has been given him, 1 think, is 
perfectly inexcuſable. You'll obſerve, Gen- 


tlemen, that he treats Lord Barrington ſome- 


times as a Heretick, and at other times as 
an Atheiſt ; one while he is a Knave, and 
then a Fool. I'll beg Leave to point you to 
a few Inſtances of his Saucineſs and Scur- 
rility; and then leave you to judge, whe- 
ther ſuch a Man as he be not the greateſt 
Diſgrace to your Order. S A 

. And: firſt: The Names and Titles with 
which he is pleas'd to diſtinguiſh his Lord- 
ſhip, are very remarkable: He calls him, 
*© (pc7.)' A trifling Malecontent, (p. 8.) a Per- 
« ſon, whom no Advice can cure of his In- 


* continency, (p. 11.) a Man that writes 
Without all Shame (p. 18) a' Humouriſt, 


and (p. 21.) the moſt vain Man in the 
© World.“ F nad mont +23v1D © 


(. 10.) He ſays his _Lordfhip* has been 
the Patron of thoſe who have departed from 
the Faith; a Skreen to Infidelity,” out of 


„Parliament; and we may jadge how difin- 
_ *«tereſted he has been in it.“ He goes on, 


5p. 14.) His Name ſeems to be the laſt 
Refuge of a blaſted Preacher; and when 
Men are too vile for our Pulpits, his Re- 


e commendation can make them good e- 


4 nough for his Majeſty's Service. He re- 
* preſents him, (p. 14.) as making his Friends 
% Scepticks to every thing elſe, but Enthu- 


s ſiaſts to himſelf.” And. then adds theſe 
. remarkable Words ; © Tis Time, if we can- 


not 
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© not ſtop his Mouth with what he has gots 


« tro do it with what he has ſaid.” What 
would this Inquiſitor do, if he had but the 
Aſſiſtance of the Secular Arm? Well, but 
what Evidence does this Accuſer give you 
to ſupport all this Calumny ? Why truly 
none at all, or that which is worſe than 
none, his own Word. All that follows is 
either a Collection of uncertain Rumours, or 
downright Falſehoods. He tells us, that we 
have had Stories of his * © Lordſhip's having 
© receiv'd 6000 Pounds; of his ſoliciting 
© the Government of Barbadoes ; and ſuffer» 
* ing his Friends to give it out in all Con- 
« yerſation, that he was to be Secretary of 
“State, or one of the Lords of the Trea» 
e ſury”. Tis a very true Obſervation, that 
the worſt of Men are not compleatly wic- 
ked ; there will always be the Leavings of 
Conſcience, which will be. a ſecret Check to 
them, when they are moſt reſolutely ſet on Mif- 
chief. Mr, Br. had ſomewhere pick d up theſe 
Stories, and could not reſiſt the Temptation 
of defaming his Lordſhip by em, in ſo ten- 
der a Point; however, his Conſcience would 
not ſuffer him to charge him directly with 
theſe Things ; you will therefore rake notice, 
how tenderly he introduces the Mention of 
'em. We have had Stories, &c. And are Sto- 
ries which Mr. Br. dares not avouch, nay, 
which he knows to be falſe, ſufficient to ſup- 
port ſuch vile Reproaches ? But he ſeems 


a. 2 * 
— — — 
” = 
9 * „ 
* 


* p. 15. 


C 2 e 


8 
reſolv d to imitate'the A poſtate Jes (a); Report, 
ſay they, and we will report. Peradventure, 
he will be enticed, and we ſhall prevail againft 
him, and take our Revenge on him. | 

Frem uncertain Reports, our Remarker pro- 
ceeds to downright Falſchoods: As when he 
ſays; (3): That his Lordſhip has on all Oc- 
® caſions-encourag'd a Denial of the Truth, 
Wand an injurious Carriage to thoſe who 
* have appear'd in its Cauſe ; that he has 
* honour'd the Violence and hiſſipg of a 
elnmorous Aſſembly, (the meeting of Difſenting 
Miniſters at Salters Hall) with the Name of 
noble Stand, That he tells the Court he 
Scan do what he pleaſes with, the Diſſen- 
ters; and the Diſſenters, that he can do 
What he will with the Court; (c) tho', by 
© the way, he, in this very Libel, ſuppolcs 
„him the Author of the Letter of Advice, 
*'which repreſents the Diſſenters, as having 
no Intereſt at Court. Thar if any of our 
F{(4) Miniſters have been turn'd out for 4 
hut The thinks himſelf bound in Honour 
to get chem profitable Places. (e) That he 
i gade up one Part of the Repeal Bill, and 
repreſented our whole Body as ſatisfied 
With it; and that his Lordſhip has acted 
e the Part of () an Arian; tho” in the ſame 
< Page, he confeſſes, that his Lordſhip has 
5 declar'd himſelf no Arian.” Theſe, Gen- 
tlemen, to return him his remarkable Language, 
ate 2 String of Lyes ; no one of which can 


an. 1 „ « wy #4 ** « _ * _ . 
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(a) Jer. 20. 15 (5) P. 9, 10, (e) p. 13. (4) p. 14. 
be 
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be made good; and yet this is all that is 
brought to ſupport the baſe and ſcurrilous 


Reproaches abovemention'd. Thus has this 


Libeller, who calls himſelf one of your Bo- 
dy, treated the Lord Viſcount Barrington, 
contrary, not only to all the Obligations 
of Gratirude for his good Offices to the Diſ- 
ſenters, ſome of which, Mr. B/. himſelf reaps 
the Benefit of; but to all the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, and the Laws of common Decen- 
cy and good Manners. Had all that he has 
alledg'd been true, I think he might have been 
better employ'd than in publiſhing ſuch Stuff 
ro the World : But when it is all made up of 
Suſpicion and Falſchood, I hope you will 
think it your Daty to declare your Abhor- 
rence of ſuch a Conduct; no Man's Repu- 
tation is ſafe in ſuch Company: But of all 
Perſons in the World, Mr. Br. is the moſt 
unfit for this Office; for could a Man ſtoop 
to the Drudgery of collecting Materials for 
Mr. Bradbury's Hiſtory from Neucaſtle, as well 
as the Taverns and other Places of publick Re- 
ſort in this Town, I am not without Hopes, 
that he would, from mere Modeſty, not eaſily 
be tempted to (ct up for Inquificor-General. 
But this Miniſter has not only pointed his 
Revenge againſt the Lord Barrington, but has 
taken this Occaſion to wound the Reputa- 
tion of ſome of the moſt conſiderable Gen- 
tlemen in the Diſſenting Intereſt : What elſe 
does he mean by ſaying, (p. 9.) Don't 
e heed what a Company of Speaking Trum- 
ct pets tell you, who will be//ow out whatever 
he blows in, And (p. 10.) he (viz. Lord 
„ Barrington) has made ſeveral among us, 
85 | * whg 
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** who wear long Wigs and Swords, drop 
«* the Gentleman as much as they have done 
* the Chriſtian in all their Behaviour, as if 
e he was reſolvd to carry his Cauſe by a 
* Company of Arian Bullies.” Thus are the 
Friars, the Hartopps, the Deacles, the Hollis's, 
the Drakes, the Pager, the Nevills, the El- 
lis's, the Polhills, the Abneys, the Treby's, 
the Hunts, the Gibſons, &c. and other va- 
luable Names among the Diſſenters trea- 
ted, becauſe they diſapprove of this Mi- 
niſter's Conduct, and refuſe to do him all that 
Homage which he thinks he deſerves. 
Having thus inſulted the Laity, he will 
now make his Brethren of the Clergy feel the 
weight of his Diſpleaſure. He complains, 
(p. 20.) of the Reverend Mr. Bennet of Neu- 
caſtle, for attempting to vindicate Lord Bar- 
rington from the Charge of Arianiſm, and for 
ſaying, © That if he and Grey Neville, Eſq; 
« were ſo, it ought to be no Bar to their 
being choſen into Parliament; nor has the 
« Town of Berwick any thing to do with it, 
«© becauſe we don't chuſe Parliament Men to 
% makeCreeds.” Well, this ſeems at leaſt a plau- 
fible Reaſon ; But what does this Miniſter 
reply to it? Why truly, after his uſual Man- 
ner, nothing at all, but in a lordly Manner, 
he goes on to triumph over his Adverſary 
in theſe Words: © This is ſuch an Inſult up- 
„ on your whole Body, that if you dont 
F reſent it, the Nation will think you far 
« worſe than Prieſt-ridden. — If you ſend 
% your old Members hither again, we ſhall 
** have a worſe Charge . againſt us, than a 
5. thauſandSchiſms or Seditions could amount 
Sn 0 « tO. 
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to. Nay, if you are indifferent on this 
* Head, the Scandal will be heavier upon 
« you, as tis alrogether new.” Thus has 
this raſh Divine, with one Daſh of his 

Pen, involv'd his Reverend Brethren in the 
deepeſt Guiir. The Town knows very well 
how” he has treated one of his Reverend 
Brethren, Mr. Clarke, calling him a Lyar ; 

d inſinuat ing to the People, as if he was a 
Favourer of Ariaus: Tho' all that are acquain« 

ted with him, know him to be the fartheſt in 
the World from it. But what ſhould occaſion 
this Inſolence to the others of his Brethren 
of the Miniſtry, I am at a loſs-to imagine? 
unleſs it was becauſe they dar'd to write to 
Berwick, when the Magiſtracy of the Town 
requeſted ir of them, without conſulting him. 
Mr. Bradbury, it ſeems, thinks himſelf qua- 
lified alone to draw up Articles of Advice 
for the whole Body of Diſſenters through- 
out the Kingdom, and to tell them, that 
their Contempt of them will be dangerous : But 
his Reverend Brethren muſt not dare to 
write their Sentiments when deſired, leſt 
the Nation ſhould think the poor People to 
whom they write, worſe than Prieſt-ridden ; 
and leſt it ſhould occafion a Charge worſe than a 
thouſand Schiſms and Seditions. 

But oh ye Men of Berwick! How will 
ye anſwer the heavy Charge, when ye have 
dard to contemn the Advice of the Man 
(who, if we may believe him) has directed 
your Choice for 21 Tears ; and without whoſe 
Jufluence your preſent Members had never been 
ſo much as named among you? Have ye pre- 
ſum d to ſend your old Members to Par- 
It liament 


Ca) 
liament again in the Face of ſuch a Threat- 
ning? And not only ſo, but given them 
your publick Thanks for their faithful Ser- 
vices in Parliament, and to your Corporation. 
He'll mark the fatal Day in his Annals; and 
if a Squire happens to be Knighted, or à 
Lord's Patent fuck into a News Paper with- 
in the Compaſs of that Week, you'll bear of 
the portentous Omen. Ent bog 
The Behaviour of this: Miniſter towards 
his Neighbour has been ſuch, as had long 
ago made him the Contempt of all Diſſen- 
ters, and a Scandal to every good Chri- 
ſtian, had he not artfully endeavour'd to 
cover his immoral Conduct towards his 
Neighbour, by pretending a more than or- 
dinary Zeal for the Truths of the Goſpel ; 
and it is very remarkable, that as this Mi- 
niſter has increas'd his Fame for Ortho- 
doxy, and his Credit with the Populace on 
that Account, he has ventur'd to launch out 
farther and farthet in the Exerciſe of his 
Talents, in defaming and villifying others. 

His moving and patherick Harangnes to 
his Hearers ; his pretending a ſort of Mar- 
tyrdom for the Cauſe of Truth; his Out- 
cries of the Growth of Hcreſy, and the 
Danger of an Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity ; 
theſe. are Colours that may diſguiſe him to 
the Multicude ; but ſure: every wiſe Man, 
and eſpecially you that are Miniſters, | will 
judge of the Tree by its Fruits. Were ir 
not for this Goſpel Rule, how eaſy would 
it be for any deligning worldly-minded Man 
to put on the Air, and uſe the Language 
of a Saint, and by theſe Means deceive 
SIE} 1 thoſe, 
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. "thoſe, who judge of Men only by outward 
Appearances, and never take the Pains to 
diſtinguiſh between the Pretences to Religi- 
on, which every Man may make, and thoſe 
genuine Marks of a true Diſciple of Chriſt, 
which none can aſſume but thoſe who are 
really and truly ſuch. 

Shall he be ſuppoſed to love God, who 
hateth his Brother? Whoſe Zeal is furious 
- and outragious, without the leaſt mixture of 
that Charity and Love, which the Goſpel 
makes a diſtinguiſhing Character ofevery true 
Believer ? 

Shall he be thonght to have a ſincere Re- 
gard to the Rules of the Goſpel, who after 
repeated Inſtances of Defamation, and in- 
juring his Brethren ; who after a full and 
compleat Conviction in ſome Inſtances, has 
been ſo far from doing Juſtice, from acknow- 
ledging his Fault, and making the beſt A- 
tonement he could for it, that on the con- 
trary, he has ſhew'd a perfect Unconcerned- 
neſs, has wip'd his Mouth, and ſaid, 7 have 
done no Evil; has lookd back on his Con- 
duct, and ſaid, he had no reaſon to fear the 
Reproach of his own Heart for what he had 
done. This is a Behaviour, not only incon- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtianity, but with the firſt 
and plaineſt Rules of Moral Duty. 

I ſhall here expoſe a black Catalogue of 
Offences of this Nature; 1 am ſorry it is ſo 
large, as not to come within any moderate 
Compaſs, and of ſuch a Nature, as not to 
be proper to be communicated to all rhe 
World. Had the friendly- Advice and Ad- 
monitions of ſome of this Man's beſt Friends 
and Brethren, had any Effect upon him, I 

_ dare 


_ T3 
date ſay it would have prevented his writi 
that Libel, which is the Gecalien of this Ap: 
Plication to you. Had he upon ſuch Admo- 
nitions ſhewn the cal Signs of Repentance, 
and given the leaſt Hopes of Amendment, 
his pal} Conduct m ht have been forgiven 
and forgotten: But in his preſent Diſpoſition, 
he ſeems reſolv d to outface all Shame for 
his paſs d Behaviour ; and likely to go on, 
if not grow worſe, in the ſame Courſe. 
'That ſome ſtop ſhould be put to ſuch Prac- 
tices, I believe, you will all agree, is neceſſa- 
ry, both for the ſecuring the Reputation of 
particular Perſons, as well as that of the Diſ- 
ſenting Name in general, | | 
Whether your repeated Inſtances with him 
may yet produce any Amendment and Ac- 
knowledgment of his Fault, IL know not: But 
if he is not to be dealt with in a way, of 

Brotherly Reproof and Admonition, I be- 
lieve you will think ſome other Steps, both 
juſt and neceflary. You axe not ignorant of 
many Parts of his Conduct that have given 
Offence to many of his Brethren ; and ſhall 
be inform'd, whenever you call for it, of nu- 
merous Facts ſufficient fully to make out the 
Charge againſt him; and-theſe Facts not ta- 
ken up upon idle, Report, and Hear ſay, but 
prov'd by authentick Vouchers. 

I ſhall at preſent only mention to you one 
of the laſt Scenes of this. Gentleman's Con- 
duct, which relates to ſome among yourſelves, 
Men of unſpotted Characters and Diſſen - 
ters. Lou will judge in ſome; meaſure, what 
Uſage others have receiy,d, and are likely to 
receive from him, When he can treat his * 

; * A | r e. 


ther Miniſtets in ſo vile and ſcandalous à 
It's Well known, that Mr: Br. has been lonj 

oppoſing the Election of. the two Members 
for Berwitk ; that he Has fhewn the utmoſt” of 
Malice and Fury a84inft my Lord B 1 
ten and Mt Neville, both in publick Papers 
and private Letters ; that he has repreſented 
them as Perſons, perfectly unfit to be choſen 
by Diſſenters, both on Account of their Re- 
ligious Sentiments, atid their Political Con- 
duct. Some of the Gentlemen of Berwick, 
fearing that ſuch Slanders might make an 
Impreffion upon ſdome weak and ignorant 
People, thought fit to write to ſome of theit 
Friends among the Diſſenting Miniſters in 
London, deſiring their Opinion of the Can» 
didates : Theſe Gentlemen, I preſume, did 
not adviſe them to lay aſide their old Mem- 
bers, whom they have lately choſen by 4 
great Majority, and with other very, diſtin» 
guiſhing Marks of ReſpeR, notwithſtanding 
the indefatigable Malice of Mr. Br. in ſtir- 
ring up Oppoſicion againſt them. After theſe 
Miniſters had given their Opinions to thoſe 
who went to em from Berwick, Mr. Br. 
writes a Letter to a worthy Perſon at Berwick, 
whom he had correſponded with upon the 
ſame Subject for ſome time; His Letter is 
dated the i5th of February, 1721-2. the very 
Day the Remarks were br advertis'd in th 

News Papers, In this Letter, he ſays, h 

never ſaw the Anſwers his Brethren had 
given, nor did he deſire to ſee them; whe- 
ther they agreed with him ox not, he could 
only gueſs by a Change of their Converſation 
* D 2 with 
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with him ſince the Time theſe Letters were 
writ. You ſhall ſee now, how he has treat- 
ed thoſe Gentlemen, for no other Crime but 
writing a Letter, which he owns he never ſaw; 
tho' they were his intimate Friends, and un- 
der no Imputation of Hereſy. 

Heſays,my Lord Barrington has mounted them 
as bis. Engines; that he is ſurpriz d that Men 
of their Character ſhould proſtitute the Repu- 
zation they livd with to a Perſon, who has 
done us ſo much Harm, That they were Per- 
ſons, my Lord Barrington thought himſelf 
ſure of. He ſays, if theſe Miniſters have a- 
voided entring into the Characters of their Re- 
preſentatives as Chriſtians, or have dropp'd 
it in ſilence, to lead the People of Berwick 
into a Snare, and get themſelves out of it; they 
(the People of Berwick ) ought then to have 
the ſame Opinion of their Friendſhip, that they 
muſt have of their Honeſty. | 
Whether the Miniſters have recommended 
them(the two Repreſentatives) for any Good 
they have done to Diſſenters, he knows not; 
and then adds, if the Diviſions they (rhe Re- 
preſentatives) have begun, continued, and re- 
warded, are not of ſo much weight, as invi- 
ting a few Flatterers to a Dinner, tis a dteadful 
Inſtance of So/omon's Obſervation, that to 
have ReſpeR of Perſons is not good; for, 
for a Piece of Bread that Man will tranſereſs. 

Thus are four worthy Men of your own 
Body, Menof Orthodox Principles, Mr. B's 
Friends, repreſented by him, as a Company 
of Sycophants, proſtituting their Conſciences 
aud Reputation for ſo mean a Reward as a 
fingle Dinner. And to give the Slander its full 
| * weight, 
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weight, the whole is moſt profanely wound 
up in a Text of Scripture, But he is not con- 
rented with theſe civil and charitable Remarks 
on his — in common, but enters into 


a particular Detail of em. 


One he charges with the moſt ſcandalous 
Hypocriſy and Double-dealing ; that is, re- 
commending the two Members on one hand, 
which, by the way, he ſays, he only gueſſes at; 
and on the other, with having ſaid, both be- 
fore and ſince the Recommendation, both to 
himſelf and others, without any Heſitation, 
that they the two Members were Rogues, 
Knaves, Villains, &c. fore-telling the Curſe of 
God upon them, and wiſhing he had never 
ſeen their Faces. I hear this Reverend Perſon 
has in the moſt ſolemn manner deny'd this 
Charge ; and ſurely no Man who is not his 
greateſt Enemy will believe him capable of 
acting ſo infamous a Part as is here repreſen- 
red. I confeſs I can't imagine what Account 
Mr. Br. will give of himſelf, when he ſhall 
be call'd upon in a proper manner to retra& 
ſo glaring a Calumny. 

He proceeds to another f Brother, with 
whom he ſays, be has liv'd for many Years in a 
more than common Friendſhip, and who had never 
done any thing to provoke him ; yet this Perſon, 
ſays he, has given me ſuch a Character, that if 
it's true, it's pity I ſhould go into a Pulpit ; and if 
it's falſe, it's pity be ſhould. 

Here, Gentlemen, Mr. Br. has joyn'd Iſſue 
upon a Point, which, I think, you cannot 
well avoid decid ing, a Scandal lying between 
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ewo Minifters, which in one of their Oz 
pinions, ought to render one or other of 
them unfit for the Pulpit: However, before 
this comes to a Trial, I think it would be In- 
' Juſtice in me, to the upright Character of 
this Miniſter, not to put you in mind of what 
ſome of you ate well inform'd of already; 
that Mr. By, has charged this Miniſter # 4 
Lytr ; tho' he ſays, he never had done 'any 
thing to provoke him, That Mr. B. has by 
many ctedible Witneſſes been proy'd guilty of 
a very complicated Falſehood relating to this 
Miniſter ; but has not yet thought fit to 
make any Acknowledgment of his Fault, or 
any Reparation for the Injury he had done 
his Brother. And it's plain he is ſtill far from 
Repentance, ſeeing he here has the Face to 
fay, he never did any thing to provoke this 
Brother of his.“ Another Reverend Brother, 
he treats with a Soveteign Contempt, ſaying, 
that he knows nothing of Berwick, and Berwick 
nothing of him; and my Lord alone can 
give the beſt Reaſon why he was call'd into 
this Affair. 

He proceeds to another f Brother, whom he 
— 55 with having in a printed Sermon 
made Covetcuſneſs a greater Abomination than 
Blaſphemy. Whether he has done ſo or no, 
will appear to any one that reads the Sermon 
with the leaſt Attention. The Sermon takes 
notice of the dangerous Principles and Prac- 
rices of the preſent Age. Among the former, 
ir reckons Atheiſm, Deiſm, ſome Principles 
of Popery, and Scepticiſm; but ſays not one 
Word of Blaſphemy : It then goes on to 
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peak of the Moral Behaviour of great Num- 
bers of People; and here, ſays the Preacher, 
we ſhall. meet with yet greater Abominations than 
theſe. Now among theſe greater Abominatians, 
he names Ambition, Coverouſneſs, Profaneneſs 
and Impiety ; and under the Head of Pro- 
faneneſs and Impiety, he ſpeaks of Blaſpbemy ; 
fo that Blaſphemy, as well as Covetouſneſs 
is expreſly rank'd under the CharaRer of the 
greater Abominations. Whether ſo flagrant 
an Attempt on this Gentleman's Reputation 
be owing to a weak Head or a wicked Heart, 
I will not take upon me to derermine. | 

Theſe are ſome few Specimens of Mr. B's 
good Will to his Brethren, in a long Letter 
which many of you haye ſeen; the reſt of ir, 

IL aſſure you, is not aTittle behind what have 
produced; for virulent Reflections; and the 
whole of it ſhews a Writer abandan'd to Fury 
and Anger without Provocation. 

This Letter was written to be communi- 
cated to as many of the Corporation of Ber- 
wick as ſhould deſire it; and was never inten- 
ded to be a Secret by the Writer of it, who 
has declar'd, he will publiſh all his Letrers to 
that Corporation on the Occaſion of their E- 
lection of Repreſentatives in Parliament, 

I ſhall detain you no longer on a Subject ſo 
diſagreeable to me, and every one that wiſhes 
well to the Intereſt of Diſſenters; the Caſe is 
before you, I beg you will conſider it with 
that Seriouſneſs it deſerves, Had Mr. Br, ob- 
ſerv.d the Rules of common. Decency and 
good Manners, no Body would have reſen- 
ted it; for I am of Opinion, that all Men 
are to be ſupported and * 
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de be very Remains of - Moral Virtue. 
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Goſpel af Peace 'ſhal-go out of his Wa 
villity- EPs Character and Repatatjo 2 mm 
the World, and brand*them with the. Name: ; 
of Arian Bullies, for do other Reaſqn;' but 
becauſe they dot fall'tin- with his violent 
Schemes; when he hall pick up a Parcel Of 
idle and impertinent Stories in Converſation, 
and publiſh them to the World, with a De- 
ſign to raiſe the Cry, of the common People 
againſt them; and when to all this, he ſhall 
take the Liberty of lying and curſing in the 
Name of the Lord, Ithink it is high time to 
take Notice of him; to fir down in Silence 
under ſuch Treatment as this, is to be worſe 
than Prieſtaridden. We ſuffer in our Repura- 
tion and Eſtates for being Diflenters ; ſome 
of us may ſa 105 without boaſting, that we have 
generouſly ſupported that good Cauſe, and 


hope to continue to do ſo to our Lives End; 


but we cannot ſuffer ourſelves to be thus cru- 
elly us d by one that calls himſelf a Diffen- 
ting Miniſter. 

Gentlemen, the Eyes of the World are up- 
on you, and the Credit of the Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters lies at Stake; if after what has been 
now - laid before you, this Man is to be 
own'd as a Brother, admitted into ybur Pul- 


pits, and continued among the Preachers of 
the Merchants Lecture at Pinners- Hall, with- 
out acknowledging his Offences againſt God 


and his Nei hbour, and making Satisfaction 
in the beſt Manner he can; I am aftard our: 


Enemies will ſay, that whilſt we haue been 


contending for the Orthodox Faith, we net 
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